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This tutorial will show you how to make the Penelope pants into your 
slacks base pattern. I’ll also show you how to turn other pants 
patterns into a base pattern/Sloper/ or block (however you call it! :) 
 
You may need to go through balancing steps if you don’t start from a 
gina renee designs pattern. You can always refer to the free Pants 
Fitting Guide in case you need to balance a pattern. Just know, if your 
pattern is not balanced, it can be an indication of other fitting issues. 

Every body type is different and every fabric gives a different drape. I 
highly suggest to refer to the Pants fitting guide to tailor it to your 
body. Make it fit you as best you can!

After you create your base, you can change it in so many ways to 
create your own style patterns. Add yokes, waistbands, move darts; 
style it up to your liking. You’re the designer :)  

Pattern Hack - Base Pattern Pants
 (Instagram: #PenelopePantsHack #PatternHack  & @GinaReneeDesigns )

Gina Renee Designs
Helping You Create Clothes that make You Feel Great

by providing Fashionable Sewing Patterns that Fit



Table of Contents

Topic          Page(s)
Slacks base pattern Silhouette................................................ 3
Acceptable drag lines allow for movement................ 4 

Using a non-gina renee pattern for a base:
Adapting your favorite pattern to a base.................. 5-8
 
Using the Penelope Pants 
(Gina Renee Designs Pattern) as a base:
Sewing & pinning the penelope pants as a base...... 9-10

Making your base pattern Smaller...................................... 11
Changing the leg Silhouette........................................................ 12 

page 2

COPYRIGHT  C  GINA RENEE 2019. 
All rights reserved. No part of this guide can be copied, filmed or reproduced in any way without written consent of Gina Renee Designs. 

Do 
what
You 
LOVE



Slacks

We strive to have no draglines 
in the front rise. Some fabrics, 

however may cause a few creases 
in the front curve of the rise. 

Some fits, fabrics or body shapes 
just can’t avoid all creases or 

drag lines.

Front View:

Slacks base pattern Silhouette
Below are the different views of traditional “slacks” fitting pants.

This shows the general silhouette and acceptable drag lines for your base pattern.
The base pattern will have back darts. I prefer having no front darts at the waist, 
but you can always add them using the same method as the back darts if you wish.  

We will always have a 
little drag line under the 

bum area and likely a little 
at the knees. This is OK! We 
need some for movement in 

order to lift the leg up. You 
want to make sure the drag 
lines are horizontal, not 
slanted or diagonal. These 
are healthy draglines :)

Acceptable Drag Lines

Rise sits about 1/2”-1” below 
the crotch point. The back 
lower bum area is slightly 
“cupped” by the fabric and 
the thigh is slightly fitted.

Back View: Side View:

In case there are creases in which you’re not happy with, you can see the Pants 
Fitting guide to try and improve the pattern to fit your body type better.
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Making your base pattern Smaller 



Slacks base pattern Silhouette Acceptable Drag Lines
Allow for movement of the leg

Some fabrics, body types or fits will still have 
drag lines that cannot always be 100% eliminated. 

In general, the back draglines should not be 
diagonal or slanted when standing straight. You want 
a horizontal drag line or crease for a “healthy drag 

line/ crease” as shown in the previous page. 
*NOTE* As you move, there may be drag lines diagonally. 
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The penelope pants 
are a great starting 
point for a slacks 
base pattern. These 
will make great 
chinos or Khakis. 
The panelope pants 
are made with 
non-stretch fabric. 
You can always 
reduce the pattern 
as needed in order 
to make it smaller 
for fabrics with 
stretch. (page 11).

Making your base pattern Smaller Changing the Leg Silhouette



Adapting Your favorite pattern to Hack
Refer to this page if you are starting from your favorite pants pattern 
with a yoke and/or waistband. If you are starting from the Penelope 

Pants pattern, you can skip to page 9 :) 

CB

Step 2: Tape the yoke and Back 
waistband pieces together at the back.

Step 1: Tape the pocket facings and 
waistband pieces together at the 
Front. Mark the waistband at the 
side seam area and cut the back 
waistband away from the front. 
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Changing the Leg Silhouette

If your pattern pieces don’t fit together well like the 
above shown, skip to page 8.



Refer to this page if you are starting from your favorite pants pattern 
with a yoke and/or waistband. If you are starting from the Penelope 

Pants pattern, you can skip to page 9 :) 

CB

Step 4: Draw a 
straight line where 
the dart would 
typically be.

Step 3: Eliminate the 
waistband seam and 

pocket seam. Your front 
pattern piece is done!

Adapting Your favorite pattern to a base pattern
~ Easy way of creating a back dart ~

Step 5: Cut along the 
line and join the yoke 
to the leg panel to 
create the dart.

*ONLY proceed with this method if all your pattern pieces fit together well in 
the previous step. Also, ONLY proceed with this step if you are pleased with 
how the waist fits you. If the the pieces don’t fit together well or the pant 

doesn’t fit your waist well, you’ll should skip to page 8. 
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Step 6: 
Close the dart on the pattern. (I prefer the 
dart direction to fold towards the Center back.)
Draw in the waistline to be nice and smooth.
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Use a pointed 
tracing wheel
to automatically 
get the dart
shape at the 
waist.

Adapting Your favorite pattern to a base pattern
~ Easy way of creating a back dart ~

Step 7: 
Your back pattern piece 
will look like this. 
Your base pattern is done! 
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You can now skip to 
page 9 and follow 
the sewing steps 1-6 
to make a fitting 
sample. you’ll cross 
check the fit of your 
base pattern. If you 
need fitting adjust-
ments, refer to the 
Free Pants fitting 
guide.

*ONLY proceed with this method if all your pattern pieces fit together well in 
the previous step. Also, ONLY proceed with this step if you are pleased with 
how the waist fits you. If the the pieces don’t fit together well or the pant 

doesn’t fit your waist well, you’ll should skip to page 8. 



Adapting Your favorite pattern to a base pattern
~ Making the side seam straight & adding a dart later ~

CB

If your pattern pieces don’t fit together well, it’s an indication that the pattern 
was not manipulated correctly from the base pattern. I would suggest to either 

start with the penelope pants pattern or if you really want to make it work with 
your pattern, you can try the below steps. Just know that you likely will need to 

balance your pattern afterwards.

Steps 1-3: (Page 5) 
Step 4: Measure the height of your waistband and yoke pieces at the side seams and 
Center back (CB). Below are examples of random measurements for the purpose of 
this tutorial. 2”

1 1/2”

3”

1 1/2”
1 1/2”

1 1/2”

2”

1 1/2”

3”

Step 5: 
Give to the height of the leg panels as needed to be the same heights as the 
yoke and waistband. In addition, at the side seam, go straight up from the hip. 
Don’t make the side seam curved for the waist. We will do that in the following 
steps and add the dart in the fitting process. 

go straight up 
to the waist-
line, no curve 
at side seam.

go straight 
up to the 
waistline, no 
curve at 
side seam.
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Continue on to the 
next page and 
follow the steps to 
make a fitting 
sample. you’ll add 
the darts and get 
the side seam curve 
in the following 
steps. If you need 
fitting adjustments, 
refer to the Free 
Pants fitting guide.



This tutorial will show you how to make the Penelope pants into your 
slacks base pattern. I’ll also show you how to turn other pants 
patterns into a base pattern/Sloper/ or block (however you call it! :) 
 
You may need to go through balancing steps if you don’t start from a 
gina renee designs pattern. You can always refer to the free Pants 
Fitting Guide in case you need to balance a pattern. Just know, if your 
pattern is not balanced, it can be an indication of other fitting issues. 

Every body type is different and every fabric gives a different drape. I 
highly suggest to refer to the Pants fitting guide to tailor it to your 
body. Make it fit you as best you can!

After you create your base, you can change it in so many ways to 
create your own style patterns. Add yokes, waistbands, move darts; 
style it up to your liking. You’re the designer :)  

Step 1: Cut out the Front and back leg 
pieces in a lighter weight muslin or plain 
cotton fabric. I suggest to take the high 
waistline. Later you can mark your 
different waistlines.

Step 2: With faces together, lay the front legs 
Pcs #2 on top of each other aligning the front 
rise Seam (4), pin & sew. With faces together, 
lay the back legs Pc #3 on top of each other 
aligning the back rise Seam (5), pin & sew.

Step 3: Iron the front rise and the back rise 
open. On muslin (toilles), I suggest to 
notch (cut slits) about 1/8" from the 
stitchline along the curve of the front rise 
to allow it to lay completely smooth. 

Step 4:  With faces together, lay the front legs 
against the back legs. Align the Inseam (6), 
Place a pin at the rise seams, then at the hem. 
Align the Side Seams (7), place a pin at the 
waist and then at the hem. The hems must all 
align, or you'll risk an inseam twisting. 
Continue pinning the entire Inseams & Side Seam. 

Step 5:  I suggest to sew with the 
longest stitch length in case you want 
to alter the fit. With the 3/8" seam 
allowance, sew the inseam. With a 5/8" 
seam allowance, sew the side seams.

Step 6: Turn the garment inside-out and 
try the garment on. There will be excess at 
the waist area since this is an elastic pant. 
You'll pin on each front piece like a dart, in 
order to get the side seam to lay as straight 
as possible (see next photo).

Step 7: Here is a close up shot to see how 
the side seam should look when the front 
area is pinned. The side seam should go up 
as straight as possible. 

Step 8: Pin the back legs into two darts (one on 
each side). It's ok if it's a pointy and deep, a 
base pattern often will have this when all the 
fullness is in one dart per leg. The waist should 
be nice and snug. (Ask for someone to help you 
pin if needed.)

Step 9: Mark each side of the pins along 
the front/back sides. MARK both sides 
in order to know the entire fullness. 
After you've marked it, remove the pins 
and take the garment off.

place pins 
here first, 
then fill in 
the rest 
with pins

Congratulations! You’re done with your base pattern!
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Step 10: Here is my marked garment for the 
dart location and front pinned area. Measure 
the dart depths and lengths. If you have a 
difference between the two, add them together 
and divide by two to get the average. Repeat 
this step for the front marked area.

Step 11: Mark the front pattern the amount
you've pinned out (taking the average of the 
two sides). For example, I've pinned 1" on one 
side and 1 1/2" on the other, 1" + 1 1/2" = 2 1/2" 
divide it by 2 to get 1 1/4". I marked the pattern 
on the front waistline 1 1/4" from the side seam. 

Do the same for the length of that front pinned 

area. 

Step 12: Mark the back darts. The 
position can vary per person. Choose 
the position you like best. Repeat the 
steps of finding the average of the two 
depths and lengths and mark the 
pattern.

Step 13: Use a hip curve or your favorite curved 
pattern tool to mark the waistline for a smooth 
and continuous line. Be sure to close the dart 
when doing this and align the side seams 
together. I like to close the dart with the 
fold towards the center back rise seam. 

 If you choose to adjust the fit at all, 
refer to the "How to adjust Pants fitting guide." 
Note, these are a great start for a slacks base 
pattern for fabrics without stretch. The options 
are endless with base pattern manipulation.  
You can create further fits from this starting point. 
Have fun and get creative! 
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Use a pointed 
tracing wheel
to automatically 
get the dart
shape at the 
waist.

Congratulations! You’re done with your base pattern!
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Your base pattern is done! You can cut another 
sample to cross check your dart depth/length and 
side seam curve.



Making your base pattern Smaller 
In case You want to adjust the body to be tighter, pin the sample as you wish it 
to be, then reduce as you would like. Make sure you can sit and move around 
still! Note, the Penelope pants pattern is for non-stretch. If you want to use 

stretch fabric, you could easily reduce the pattern like this.

Reduce at the 
side seam evenly 
all the way 
down. You may or 
may not need to 
reduce at the 
waist. The 
important part is 
that the side seam 
stays mirrored on 
front & back 
from the hip 
down to the hem.

If needed, you can 
reduce at the 
inseam as well. You 
should pin your 
sample first to see 
if you need to 
reduce both on the 
front panel and 
the back panel. pin 
your sample, then 
mark your pattern.

To make it bigger, You would add at the inseam evenly all 
the way down to the hem. 
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Making your base pattern Smaller 
In case You want to adjust the body to be tighter, pin the sample as you wish it 
to be, then reduce as you would like. Make sure you can sit and move around 
still! Note, the Penelope pants pattern is for non-stretch. If you want to use 

stretch fabric, you could easily reduce the pattern like this.

Changing the Leg Silhouette
You can change the leg silhouette as you wish by adding or subtracting at the 
inseam and the side seams. The only rule: Side seams must be mirrored! This shows 

giving a straighter leg all the way down like a straight wide-leg trouser.

Side seam 
must be 
mirrored 
from the hip 
down to the 
hem. (the 
same on the 
front and 
back panels.)

give to the inseam 
to make a wider leg 
silhouette.
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Promotes the Art of Sewing to Create a More Sustainable and Creative World

Enjoy Creativity.
Realize how Talented I am.

Value My Unique Creations.

Am Proud of my Sewing Skills.

Can Pass on Sewing Knowledge to others.

Can Keep Hand-Crafted items for Generations.

Gina Renee Designs

Helping You Create Clothes that make you Feel Great 
by providing Fashionable Sewing Patterns that fit.

Join the Sewing Community Group on Instagram or Facebook!

by Searching for “Gina Renee Designs”

Sign up to be informed of New Releases at www.GinaReneeDesigns.com

And don’t forget to Pin your favorite patterns to Pinterest!

Gina Renee designs sewing patterns for YOU.
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Changing the Leg Silhouette
You can change the leg silhouette as you wish by adding or subtracting at the 
inseam and the side seams. The only rule: Side seams must be mirrored! This shows 

giving a straighter leg all the way down like a straight wide-leg trouser.
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Need to learn how to Manipulate (adjust) base patterns into style patterns? 

Learn how to create yokes, waistbands, pockets by following me on Instagram! 


