
There are three main rulers you will want in Pattern Making:

1) Straight clear Grid Ruler

2) French Curve 

3) Hip Curve 

The following pages will show you where you will use the curved and straight rulers on 
your patterns. It takes a little practice on how to use the curved rulers. Many times, 
you’ll need to flip it around to get the curve in the correct location. 

In general, my rule is to use the curvier part of the ruler towards the direction where 
you have the most shaping. So, the waist and bust area would have the curvier parts of 
the ruler towards these curvier parts of the body.

When we’re using the curved rulers, we’re often ignoring the measurements written on the 
rulers. I rarely use the measurements on the curved rulers and the main use of the ruler 
is to draw a nice line.

It’s important to have 90 degree angles as shown on the following pages. The 90 degree 
angle ensures that when the garment is “unfolded” at the Center Front (CF) or Center 
Back (CB), there is no point which would create a “v” appearance when it’s unwanted.

Remember, as you make any pattern adjustments, you will need to be sure all the seams 
align and are the same length front to back. You will measure each seam line in which you 
made an adjustment and ensure that the corresponding seam line on other pattern pieces 
are the same length. If they are not the same length, you’ll need to adjust the seams so 
they are the same length.

It’s important to always align your pattern pieces together after you make any correc-
tions, and be sure the front to back pieces are smooth and continuous at the armholes, 
necklines, hem lines and waistlines. This is what we call “Trueing” the pattern. To true the 
pattern pieces, you are aligning all the pieces together and making sure the curves or seam 
lines are all smooth and continuous.

In my opinion, not all curved rulers are created equal. Each brand has their own curved 
shapes and in case you are interested in the rulers I recommend; you can find them on my 
blog here xxx.

How to Use Curved & Straight Rulers 
in Pattern Making
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Pants - How to place the Hip curve ruler
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90

90

= smooth and continuous lines 
when seams align.

Pants - How to place
the Hip curve ruler
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CLOSED DART

= smooth and continuous lines when you aligng the 
front and back panels together.

Pants - How to place the Hip curve ruler
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Pants - How to place the 
Straight Ruler



90

90

When you align the inseams at the rise (crotch area), 
the rise seams should be  continuous. There should 
not be any points and the rise should be smooth.

Smooth and Continuous Seams
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90

= smooth and continuous lines when seams align to the back panel.

Tip: The french curve is clear, not metal. You’ll likely end up 
loosing it as you work with it because it’s transparent. I suggest 
to write your name on it with permanent marker and make it 
more visible. 
Use the holes to loop a yarn through and hang it up so you can 
find it easily when you need it.

90

Front body - How to place the French curve
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Front body - How to place the 
French curve & Hip curve Rulers
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Front body - How to place the 
Straight Ruler

*Note* on some 
customized fit 
patterns, the 
armhole position 
will not always 
be at 90 degrees. 
However, it 
should still 
always be smooth 
and continuous 
when matching it 
with the back 
armhole. You may 
also have a 
slight curve on 
the side seam.
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Back body - How to place the French curve

= smooth and continuous lines when seams align to the front panel.
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For coats/jackets, we can use the hip curve on the back shoul-
der seam. On all other items, Use a straight ruler.

Back body - How to place 
the Hip curve Ruler
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Straight ->> 
parallel to the 
CF for 1” about 
1 1/4” below the 
shoulder tip.

1”

1 1/4”

90

90

Back body - How to place the 
Straight Ruler

*Note* on some 
customized clothing, 
you can also have 
a slight curve on 
this upper side 
seam area.
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90

When you align the front and back panels on the 
shoulder seams and side seams, you need to be sure 
all the seams are smooth and continuous lines. 

Smooth and Continuous Seams

COPYRIGHT  C  GINA RENEE 2018



Follow the same 
curve as the back 
armhole (reverse 
curve area)

Follow the 
same curve as 
the Front 
armhole 
(reverse curve 
area)

= smooth and 
continuous lines 
when Underarm 
seams align.

90

9090

Sleeve - How to place the 
French Curve Ruler
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Straight under arm seams are 
OK, or a slight curve is also 
OK. 

Sleeve - How to place the 
French Curve & Straight Ruler
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Sleeve - How to place the 
French & Hip Curve Rulers

Straight under arm seams 
are OK, or a slight curve 
is also OK. 
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9090

Straight under arm seams 
are OK, or a slight curve 
is also OK. 

Sleeve - How to place the 
Hip Curve Rulers
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Fold your sleeve 
so the underarm 
seams align when 
folded.

Align the under arm seam to be sure the armhole 
seam and the sleeve hem  smooth and continuous 
lines. 

Smooth and Continuous Seams
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